Talmudic Ballads - new genre in Jewish music

Dana Pulver
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Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:4:8

We will rejoice and be happy with you Shir Hashirim 1:4 There we have taught: If a man married a woman and
remained with her for ten years and had no children, he is permitted to refrain. Rabbi Idi said: There was a case of a
woman in Tzidon, who remained ten years with her husband and did not give birth. They came before Rabbi Shimon
Bar Yochai; they requested to get divorced one from the other. He said to them: “On your lives, just as you came to
each other with feasting and drinking, so too you should not part without feasting and drinking.” They followed his
suggestion, and they made for themselves a festival and a feast, and he got drunk. When his mind was settled he said
to her: “My daughter, see any good object that I have in this house. Take it and go to your father’s house.” What did
she do? When he was asleep, she told her slaves and maidservants and she said to them, “lift him in the bed and take
him and bring him to the house of my father.” In the middle of the night he woke up, when his wine had worn off,
and said to her: “My daughter, where am 1?” She said: “In my father’s house.” He said: “What is it to me in your
father’s house?” She said to him: “Did you not say to me this evening 'Any good object which you have in your
house, take and go to your father’s house'?" They went to Rabbi Shimon Ben Yochai. He stood and prayed for them,
and they were remembered (they had children).
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The Ballad of the Woman from Zeidan

Music: Cristina Tati

Lyrics: Dana Pulver according to Midrash Shir HaShirim Raba 1

Translation: Keren Sheffi

| spread a map on the table, covered it with goods, making
A feast, and we rejoiced together on the day we were wed.
Then | thought — | can hear the voices of children, emerging

From me, filling our home... and yet — there's silence instead.

Silently we walk together, love shielding us, protecting
From the grief of unanswered longing, from bitter ridicule.
Another year passes by, a decade is gone, irretrievable,

And we learn: there is a time to tie and a time to undo.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6pTxyQE2mXQ&ab _channel=CristinaTati-Topic
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| spread a map on the table, made a feast, and we sat together, ,(TN' DAY ,NNWN MDY ,N9N 'No1S
In silence. Frequently | refilled his glass with wine. 0D TN M2 N AN PNY

He said to me: daughter, go and take any object that's dear to you, 17 ' KINW Y9N 22 77 'Npn ,'Ma 27 R RIN

And go to your father's house — we're saying goodbye. AT T 1IK D'TI9) — TAR N 7R DY

| did what he said precisely: | had him carried over INIRUHY N SNRt7 71T NaT
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To father's house — the man with whom life was a blessing true. DM INK MY YN DK — KX NN
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When he woke up, he wondered: how come | find myself in here? X1 v e v
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| replied: there's no object that | hold as dear as you. 1 Vi yoni v
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| spread out my palms and stood, shut my eyes and listened,
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To an abundance divine, its voice calling me here below.
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And | knew — within my body our life was already re-weaving,
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Soon we will have a child; blessing is ready to flow.




